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1 . WE HAVE HERETOEORE OPPOSED ESTABLISHING A HIGH 
SCHOOL IN SAUDI ARABIA DUE TO THE LIKELY CLASH OF 
TRADITIONAL AND EXTREMELY ORTHODOX SAUDI RELIGIOUS 
VALUES AND WAY OE LIFE OE TODAY'S AMERICAN YOUTH. 

IT IS ONLY TOO EASY TO IMAGINE REPERCUSSIONS RESULTING 
EROM OUR TEENAGERS ATTEMPTING TO LIVE LIEE AS THEY KNOW 
IT IN THE UNITED STATES IN SAUDI ARABIA. SUCH A CONFLICT 
IN VALUES AND BEHAVIOR PATTERNS COULD PROVE TO BE 
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DETRIMENTAL TO OVERALL U.S./SAUDI RELATIONS. HOWEVER, 
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WE ARE WELL AWARE OF THE NEED TO ASSESS REALISTICALLY 
THE EMERGING U.S. PRESENCE IN SAUDI ARABIA IN PARTICULAR 
AND THE GULF IN GENERAL AND TO CONSIDER ADJUSTMENTS IF 
INDEED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND CORPORATIONS ARE TO ATTRACT 
SENIOR-LEVEL, COMPETENT, AND FULLY QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS 
AND MANAGERS. THEREFORE, BOTH THE CONSULATE GENERAL IN 
DHAHRAN AND THE EMBASSY WILL BE MEETING WITH COMMUNITY 
LEADERS OVER THE NEXT TEN DAYS TO DETERMINE THE OVERALL 
IN-KINGDOM REACTION TO THE PROPOSAL OF ESTABLISHING A 
USDESEA SCHOOL. ALSO, THE AMBASSADOR, UPON HIS RETURN TO 
THE KINGDOM EARLY NEXT MONTH, WILL REVIEW THE EMBASSY'S 
AND THE COMMUNITY'S REACTION. 

2. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO RECEIVE THE VIEWS OE THE 
DEPARTMENT'S OFFICE OF OVERSEAS SCHOOLS CONCERNING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OE A HIGH SCHOOL IN SUCH A SOCIALLY RESTRICTED 
ENVIRONMENT. CAN A CURRICULUM OR FACILITY BE DESIGNED 
WHICH WOULD ENHANCE THE PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS OF A 

HIGH SCHOOL IN SUCH A STERILE ENVIORNMENT? (ANY 
CURRICULUM WOULD HAVE TO BE MORE PRESCRIPTIVE, CONTINOUS, 
AND CENTERED ON SCHOOL THAT CURRICULA OF MOST U.S. BOARDING 
SCHOOLS ARE.) REMEMBERING THAT SAUDI ARABIA IS LIKE 
NO OTHER COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, HOW CAN WE BEST PLAN 
TO MINIMIZE INHE- 
RENT CONFLICTS BETWEEN LOCAL RESIDENTS 
AND STUDENTS WITHOUT ESTABISHING A MONASTERY. IS 
THERE ANY MODEL WE CAN DRAW ON? WE BELIEVE ON THE ONE 
HAND THAT STUDENTS WOULD LIKELY BE BETTER OFF STUDYING 
IN THE COUNTRY OF THEIR EAMILY'S RESIDENCE RATHER 
THAN IN EUROPE OR THE UNITED STATES. YET, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, ARE WE OPENING A POTENTIAL PANDORA'S BOX 
OF PROBLEMS WITH THE LOCAL POPULACE BY OPENING A HIGH 
SCHOOL? 

3. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE SCHOOL IN BAHRAIN WOULD 
RECEIVE DIRECT SAG FINANCIAL SUPPORT. ANY SUPPORT WOULD 
BE IN EORM OF INDIRECT SUPPORT VIA CONTRACTS WITH 
COMPANIES PROVIDING PAYMENTS OF TUITION FOR CHILDREN 
OF COMPANY PERSONNEL. THEREFORE, IF TUITION PAYMENTS 
INCREASE OR IF BUILDING SURCHARGES ARE LEVIED, WE 
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EXPECT COMPANIES WOULD NEED TO CHARGE BACK SUCH COSTS 
TO SAG OR THEIR SPONSORING SAUDI COMPANY OR EVEN SEEK 
RENEGOTIATION OF CONTRACTS. 

4. IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT SAG FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF 

AN IN-COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL WOULD BE FORTHCOMING IN 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE. WHEREAS A NON-MUSLIM SCHOOL SYSTEM 
EXISTS ON PAPER AND ALTHOUGH SAG IS COMMITTED TO FUNDING 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

LAND PURCHASES AND FACILITY CONSTRUCTION FOR SCHOOLS 
IN JIDDA, RIYADH, AND DHAHRAN, ACTION HAS BECOME MIRED 
IN THE SAUDI BUREAUCRACY. WE ARE THINKING IN TERMS OF 
THREE YEARS BEFORE SAG-FUNDED SCHOOL PLANTS BECOME A REALITY. 

HENCE, IF A HIGH SCHOOL IS TO EXIST IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE, IT WILL REQUIRE THE EINANCIAL SUPPORT AND 
RESOURCES OF THE WESTERN COMMUNITY RATHER THAN THE 
SAUDI GOVERNMENT. (SHOULD WE CONCLUDE THAT A BOARDING 
SCHOOL CAN BE ESTABLISHED IN SAUDI ARABIA, THE DHAHRAN 
CONGEN SITE IS PROBABLY THE ONLY ONE WHERE THE REQUISITE 
LAND/PRIVACY IS AVAILABLE.) 

HORAN 
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